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This is the first Shiba Inu Canada
newsletter to roll off the press in,
uh, quite some time.
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pictures, stories, articles, news,
events and ads. Got something

cool about Shibas? Let us know!

Deadline: May 15, 2010 for
articles, pictures, etc.

Hi! My name is Julie MacTire and | am a new member of
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SIC. | am a long-time Shiba lover and currently share my
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newsletter a resource for a wide variety of Shiba

owners.
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5th National Specialty

Friday, July 30, 2010

JUDGES:

Specialty: Mr. James
Frederickson, Tennessee USA

Sweepstakes: Mr. Rod Remin,
Crossfield Alberta

LOCATION:

Spruce Meadows
Calgary, Alberta

Show Secretary: Al-Sec Show

Conformation News

Congratulations to Sunojo Kennels! The IABCA Seiger
Show saw Dash (BIS, BISS, Am/Can Ch Katai's Daichi
No Sunojo) go Best in Show at Show #2, Best of Breed
at Show #3 and Group 3" at Show #4®
Grandsire "Bob" went Best at Show #1 and Best
Veteran in Show #2. Both are now International
Champions.

Obedience News

Congratulations to Linda Humeniuk and China for
their MOTCH and OTCHX achievements in Camrose.
Linda and Kiss achieved a leg in Utility with a High in
Class and High combined (Open and Utility).

The Perils of Cocoa Mulch

While many people know about the dangers of giving
GKSANJI R23 | tdZNRéQa OK2O0z
less know about the perils of cocoa mulch.

Cocoa mulch was invented by some enterprising

individual who figured out a way to make people pay

for the remnants of the cocoa and chocolate process.
LOQa (GKS akKStfta IyR NBAAF
up and put into plastic bags destined for the Home

Depot near you.

Cocoa mulch is sold by many gardening stores and is
popular with people who enjoy the chocolate scent.
Unfortunately, the theobromine levels in cocoa mulch
can be as much as 300-1200 mg per ounce, more than
enough to send an enterprising Shiba gourmand to
0KS @S stdmhach pindoNJ |
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mulch, the mulch having gone through processes to

strip the fat from the bean before mulch processing.
However, many pet owners prefer to stick with

another type of mulch, just to be on the safe side.

Info from:
http://www.snopes.com/critters/crusader/co coamulch.asp

51 aKQEF

Have you got Shiba achievement to

share? Emawour friendly Newsletter

editor at redshasta@gmail.com
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Nothing In Life Is Free (NILIF)

Undesirable behavior can be caused by many things, includindetected illness. No behavior modification should be:

without first taking your dog to a veterinarian for a complete physical examination. The NILIF technique is not inte
to be a substitute for an irperson, professional evaluation of your dog's tevior.

The NILIF program is remarkable because it's effective for such a wide variety of problems. A shy, timid dog
becomes more relaxed knowing that he has nothing to worry about, his owner is in charge of all things. A dog
that's pushing too hard to become "top dog" learns that the position is not available and that his life is far more
enjoyable without the title.

It is equally successful with dogs that fall anywhere between those two extremes. The program is not difficult to
put into effect and it's not time consuming if the dog already knows a few basic obedience commands. I've never
seen this technique fail to bring about a positive change in behavior, however, the change can be more profound
in some dogs than others. Most owners use this program in conjunction with other behavior modification
techniques such as coping with fear or treatment for aggression. It is a perfectly suitable technique for the dog
with no major behavior problems that just needs some fine tuning.

ATTENTION ON DEMAND

Advertise in Shiba Inu

Canada Newsletter! Email The program begins by eliminating attention on demand. When your dog
comes to you and nudges your hand, saying "Pet me! Pet me!" ignore
him. Don't tell him "no", don't push him away. Simply pretend you don't
more information and notice him. This has worked for him before, so don't be surprised if he
tries harder to get your attention. When he figures out that this no
longer works, he'll stop.

redshasta@gmail.com for

current rates.

In a pack situation, the top ranking dogs can demand attention from the lower ranking ones, not the other way
around. When you give your dog attention on demand you're telling him that he has more status in the pack than
you do. Timid dogs become stressed by having this power and may become clingy. They're never sure when you'll
be in charge so they can't relax. What if something scary happens, like a stranger coming in the house? Who will
handle that? The timid dog that is demanding of attention can be on edge a lot of the time because he has more
responsibility than he can handle.

Some dogs see their ability to demand attention as confirmation that they are the "alpha", then become difficult
to handle when told to "sit" or "down" or some other demand is placed on them. It is not their leadership status
that stresses them out, it's the lack of consistency. They may or may not actually be alpha material, but having no
one in the pack that is clearly the leader is a bigger problem than having the dog assume that role full time. Dogs
are happiest when the pack order is stable. Tension is created by a constant fluctuation of pack leadership.

EXTINCTION BURSTS

Your dog already knows that he can demand your attention and he knows what works to get that to happen. As
of today, it no longer works, but he doesn't know that yet. We all try harder at something we know works when it
stops working. If | gave you a twenty dollar bill every time you clapped your hands together, you'd clap a lot. But,
if | suddenly stopped handing you money, even though you were still clapping, you'd clap more and clap louder.
You might even get closer to me to make sure | was noticing that you were clapping. You might even shout at me
"Hey! I'm clapping like crazy over here, where's the money?". If | didn't respond at all, in any
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way, you'd stop. It wasn't working anymore. That last try -- that loud, frequent clapping is an extinction burst. If,
however, during that extinction burst, | gave you another twenty dollar bill you'd be right back in it. It would take
a lot longer to get you to stop clapping because you just learned that if you try hard enough, it will work.

When your dog learns that the behaviors that used to get him your attention don't work anymore he's going to
try harder and he's going to have an extinction burst. If you give him attention during that time you will have to
work that much harder to get him turned around again. Telling him "no" or pushing him away is not the kind of
attention he's after, but it's still attention. Completely ignoring him will work faster and better.

YOU HAVE THE POWER

"Men have forgottenthis

As the human and as his owner you have control of all things that are truth,” said the fox. "But
wonderful in his life. This is the backbone of the NILIF program. You
control all of the resources. Playing, attention, food, walks, going in and
out of the door, going for a ride in the car, going to the dog park. become responsible, forever,
Anything and everything that your dog wants comes from you. If he's for what vyou
been getting most of these things for free there is no real reason for him
to respect your leadership or your ownership of these things. Again, a
timid dog is going to be stressed by this situation, a pushy dog is going to The Little Prince
be difficult to handle. Both of them would prefer to have you in charge.

you must not forget it. You

Antoine de Saint Exupéry

To implement the NILIF program you simply have to have your dog earn his use of your resources. He's hungry?
No problem, he simply has to sit before his bowl is put down. He wants to play fetch? Great! He has to "down"
before you throw the ball. Want to go for a walk or a ride? He has tosit to get his lead snapped on and has tosit
while the front door is opened. He has to sit and wait while the car door is opened and listen for the word (I use
"OK") that means "get into the car". When you return he has to wait for the word that means "get out of the car"
even if the door is wide open. Don't be too hard on him. He's already learned that he can make all of these
decisions on his own. He has a strong history of being in control of when he gets these resources. Enforce the
new rules, but keep in mind that he's only doing what he's been taught to do and he's going to need some time to
get the hang of it all.

You're going to have to pay attention to things that you probably haven't noticed before. If you feed your dog
from your plate do you just toss him a green bean? No more. He has to earn it. You don't have to use standard
obedience commands, any kind of action will do. If your dog knows "shake" or "spin around" or "speak" use those
commands. Does your dog sleep on your bed? Teach him that he has to wait for you to say "OK" to get on the bed
and he has to get down when you say "off". Teach him to go to his bed, or other designated spot, on command.
When he goes to his spot and lays down tell him "stay" and then release him with a treat reward. Having a
particular spot where he stays is very helpful for when you have guests or otherwise need him out of the way for
a while. It also teaches him that free run of the house is a resource that you control. There are probably many
things that your dog sees as valuable resources that | haven't mentioned here.

The NILIF program should not be a long, drawn out process. All you need to do is enforce a simple command
before allowing him access to what he wants. Dinner, for example, should be a two or three second encounter

that consists of nothing more than saying "sit", then "good dog!", then putting the bowl down and walking away.

ATTENTION AND PLAY

Now that your dog is no longer calling the shots you will have to make an extra effort to provide him with
attention and play time. Call him to you, have him "sit" and then lavish him with as much attention as you want.
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Have him go get his favorite toy and play as long as you both have the energy. The difference is that now you will
be the one initiating the attention and beginning the play time. He's going to depend on you now, a lot more than
before, to see that he gets what he needs. What he needs most is quality time with you. This would be a good
time to enroll in a group obedience class. If his basic obedience is top notch, see about joining an agility class or
fly ball team.

NILIF DOES *NOT* MEAN YOU RESTRICT THE AMBWNTENTION YOU GIVE TO YO@ER

The NILIF concept speaks to who initiates the attention (you!), not the amount of attention. Go ahead and call
your dog to you 100 times a day for hugs and kisses!!

Within a day or two your dog will see you in a whole new light and will be eager to learn more. Use this time to
teach new things, such as 'roll over' or learn the specific names of different toys. If you have a shy dog, you'll see
a more relaxed dog. There is no longer any reason to worry about much of anything. He now has complete faith
in you as his protector and guide. If you have a pushy dog he'll be glad that the fight for leadership is over and his

new role is that of devoted and adored pet.

©1999 Debbie McKean
Reprinted With Permission
For more great articles, go to http://www.k9deb.com

Trusting Your Shiba Off Leash

Linda Humeniuk

One of the veryfirst things to do with the baby Shiba Inuis
to get him/her very toy motivated. | recommend a ball or
frisbee that can be tugged or thrown. Only use this toy
when playing the "come" game.

| start this processin the house, playing exuberantly and
interacting with the dog so that they truly love the game. |
theninterject a treat when the dog brings the toy back
quickly. | progress to the backyard with a longline
dragging from the collar. | throw the ball/frisbee and then
call the dog back to me - if there is hesitation, | will grab
the long line, give the command "come" and give a quick
pop on the line and when the dog comes back - lots of
praise and perhaps a small treat or just throw the toy
again.

This game should be played for a few weeks, making sure
the dog understands and believes the word "COME".

| then take my Shiba out to the country and, with a long
flexi-lead attached to the dog, throw the ball /frisbee .
When the dogis off to get the ball/frisbee, he/she might

sniff or hesitate a bit. | command "come" and then give a
quick pop on the leash and lots of praise when the dog
gets back to me. | do this for a number of times and then
will treat.

Once | am sure the dog will come back without a pop of
the flexi, | then undo the leash and make myself really
excting with the toy. | will toss it out for the dog to chase
and when he/she brings it back | will praise, praise, praise
and give quite a few treats. This, then, becomes a fun
game for the dog.

| have used this method with three Shibas and it has
worked wonderfully for all three. | can now let them all
loose together and they will come back when | call. | have
also used this method with Dobes, Min Pins, Chows and
toy poodles. |thinkitis really a universal way of training a
dog to come. The difference is that Shiba owners think
their dogs are runners and don't trust them to come back!

Having said that, while doing this training | have learned
through "trial and error" that a Shiba, when first let loose,
will want to run as far as possible to do their "business". |
have had my girls run the full length of a hay field just to
do their "business".
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When this first happened to me | was mortified and
thought, "It's true; the Shibas will run off!" However, once
the "business" has been taken care of, the dog will turn
and run back just as quickly as she ran off to take care of
business. | think thisis a behaviour specific to Shibas, as |
have never had another breed of dog that would do this. If
| am going to be in an area where | want to let the dogs
loose but don't want them to run off so far | will make sure
they are walked and "business" is taken care of before
they get turnedloose - problem solved.

It reallyis a pleasure to watch these cute little dogs run
and enjoy life and not have to worry about them "running
away" - even if a rabbitis encountered, the chase is on but
they will run in a large circle and come right back - with big
grins on their faces!

Photo courtesy of Linda Humeniuk

The Shiba Inu Canada Ne&letter is
affiliated solely with

http ://www.shibainucanada.com All other

websites linked or referred to are not part of
Shiba Inu Canada, nor doe&iBa Inu

Canada take responsibility for any material
found therein. All material within the Shiba
Inu Canada Newsletter is the property of
Shiba Inu Canada, unlesgherwise noted.

Contributors retain all rights to their

contributions, including photos ad articles.

Club Executive

President, Renee Stcherba

Vice President, Susan Beattie

Secretary Treasurer, Tina Gaudet

Directors:

BC: Susan Norrislones

Alberta: Linda Appleton

Ontario: Carol Broadhurst

Maritimes: Laura Matheson

Newsletter Editor:

Julie MacTire

The End!

Look for the next issue for May/June coming in 2
months!
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photos ¢ if you have something to say or show, send
it to redshasta@gmail.com prior to May 15,

Photo courtesy Julie MacTire
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