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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

IƛΗ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Shiba Inu Canada Newsletter!  This issue 

brings up a subject near and dear to my 

heart: vaccinosis, since my own Tierce 

appears to be suffering from this after a 3 

year rabies shot was administered to him 2 

years ago.  He has now got an allergy to 

grass pollen (we think, based on testing and 

observed behaviour) which necessitates a 

daily dose of Atopica and meal planning to 

avoid him introducing us to his last meal on 

the carpet.   

 

Advertise in the Shiba Inu 

Canada Newsletter!  Email 

redshasta@gmail.com for 

more information and 

current rates.  

mailto:redshasta@gmail.com
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The Science Of Vaccine Damage.  

A team at Purdue University School of Veterinary Medicine conducted several studies 

(1,2) to determine if vaccines can cause changes in the immune system of dogs that 

might lead to life-threatening immune-mediated diseases. They obviously conducted 

this research because concern already existed. It was sponsored by the Haywood 

Foundation which itself was looking for evidence that such changes in the human 

immune system might also be vaccine induced. It found the evidence. 

The vaccinated, but not the non-vaccinated, dogs in the Purdue studies developed autoantibodies to many of 

their own biochemicals, including fibronectin, laminin, DNA, albumin, cytochrome C, cardiolipin and collagen. 

This means that the vaccinated dogs -- "but not the non-vaccinated dogs"-- were attacking their own 

fibronectin, which is involved in tissue repair, cell multiplication and growth, and differentiation between 

tissues and organs in a living organism. 

The vaccinated Purdue dogs also developed autoantibodies to laminin, which is involved in many cellular 

activities including the adhesion, spreading, differentiation, proliferation and movement of cells. Vaccines thus 

appear to be capable of removing the natural intelligence of cells. 

Autoantibodies to cardiolipin are frequently found in patients with the serious disease systemic lupus 

erythematosus and also in individuals with other autoimmune diseases. The presence of elevated anti-

cardiolipin antibodies is significantly associated with clots within the heart or blood vessels, in poor blood 

clotting, haemorrhage, bleeding into the skin, foetal loss and neurological conditions. 

The Purdue studies also found that vaccinated dogs were developing autoantibodies to their own collagen. 

About one quarter of all the protein in the body is collagen. Collagen provides structure to our bodies, 

protecting and supporting the softer tissues and connecting them with the skeleton. It is no wonder that 

Canine Health Concern's 1997 study of 4,000 dogs showed a high number of dogs developing mobility 

problems shortly after they were vaccinated (noted in my 1997 book, What Vets Don't Tell You About 

Vaccines). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Siberian:  Can/Am Ch. Trisham ar's Ride Captain Ride (Chase) and Shiba: Koyote's Dancing With Myself (Billy)  

Photo courtesy Patricia de Geus  
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Guess we need a bit in about the 

Specialty to be held at the 

Cornwall Dog Show  on Labour 

Day weekend .   It is a 4 day all 

breed show, outdoors  situated on 

the St Laurence River 

with  wonderful camping spots, 

swimming, boating on site.     

The Specialty will be on the 

Sunday September 5th with Jack 

Ireland  as our regular classes 

judge and Peter Keuning  as our 

sweepstakes judge.   A booster will 

be held on the Monday September 

6 with Skip Stanbridge  as our 

judge.   So, points should be good 

with 5 sets of points available over 

the weekend!  

Our show secretary is Diana 

Edwards   at www.dess.ca     

In addition, for those who enjoy 
other areas of dog related events, 
there are 4 obedience trials the 4th 
and 5th of September, TDI 
(Therapy Dog International) 
evaluations, CGC testing and a 
canine massage therapist for 
cons ultations on Saturday 
September 4th.  
  
Of course a silent auction and 
hospitality will also be provided 
for more fun events.  
  
Carol Broadhurst  
Director for Ontario  

Perhaps most worryingly, the Purdue studies found that 

the vaccinated dogs had developed autoantibodies to 

their own DNA. Did the alarm bells sound? Did the 

scientific community call a halt to the vaccination 

program? No. Instead, they stuck their fingers in the air, 

saying more research is needed to ascertain whether 

vaccines can cause genetic damage. Meanwhile, the study 

dogs were found good homes, but no long-term follow-up 

has been conducted. At around the same time, the 

American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) Vaccine-

Associated Feline Sarcoma Task Force initiated several 

studies to find out why 160,000 cats each year in the USA 

develop terminal cancer at their vaccine injection sites.(3) 

The fact that cats can get vaccine-induced cancer has been 

acknowledged by veterinary bodies around the world, and 

even the British Government acknowledged it through its 

Working Group charged with the task of looking into 

canine and feline vaccines(4) following pressure from 

Canine Health Concern. What do you imagine was the 

advice of the AVMA Task Force, veterinary bodies and 

governments? "Carry on vaccinating until we find out why 

vaccines are killing cats, and which cats are most likely to 

die." 

In America, in an attempt to mitigate the problem, they're 

vaccinating cats in the tail or leg so they can amputate 

when cancer appears. Great advice if it's not your cat 

amongst the hundreds of thousands on the "oops" list. 

But other species are okay - right? Wrong. In August 2003, 

the Journal of Veterinary Medicine carried an Italian study 

which showed that dogs also develop vaccine-induced 

cancers at their injection sites.(5) We already know that 

vaccine-site cancer is a possible sequel to human vaccines, 

too, since the Salk polio vaccine was said to carry a 

monkey retrovirus (from cultivating the vaccine on 

monkey organs) that produces inheritable cancer. The 

monkey retrovirus SV40 keeps turning up in human cancer 

sites. 

It is also widely acknowledged that vaccines can cause a 

fast-acting, usually fatal, disease called autoimmune 

haemolytic anaemia (AIHA). Without treatment, and 

http://www.dess.ca/
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frequently with treatment, individuals can die in agony within a matter of days. Merck, itself a multinational 

vaccine manufacturer, states in The Merck Manual of Diagnosis and Therapy that autoimmune haemolytic 

anaemia may be caused by modified live-virus vaccines, as do Tizard's Veterinary Immunology (4th edition) 

and the Journal of Veterinary Internal Medicine.(6) The British Government's Working Group, despite being 

staffed by vaccine-industry consultants who say they are independent, also acknowledged this fact. However, 

no one warns the pet owners before their animals are subjected to an unnecessary booster, and very few 

owners are told why after their pets die of AIHA. 

A Wide Range of Vaccine-induced Diseases 

We also found some worrying correlations between vaccine events and the onset of arthritis in our 1997 

survey. Our concerns were compounded by research in the human field. 

The New England Journal of Medicine, for example, reported that it is possible to isolate the rubella virus from 

affected joints in children vaccinated against rubella. It also told of the isolation of viruses from the peripheral 

blood of women with prolonged arthritis following vaccination.(7) 

Then, in 2000, CHC's findings were confirmed by research which showed that polyarthritis and other diseases 

like amyloidosis, which affects organs in dogs, were linked to the combined vaccine given to dogs.(8) There is a 

huge body of research, despite the paucity of funding from the vaccine industry, to confirm that vaccines can 

cause a wide range of brain and central nervous system damage. Merck itself states in its Manual that vaccines 

(i.e., its own products) can cause encephalitis: brain inflammation/damage. In some cases, encephalitis 

involves lesions in the brain and throughout the central nervous system. Merck states that "examples are the 

encephalitides following measles, chickenpox, rubella, smallpox vaccination, vaccinia, and many other less well 

defined viral infections". 

When the dog owners who took part in the CHC survey reported that their dogs developed short attention 

spans, 73.1% of the dogs did so within three months of a vaccine event. The same percentage of dogs was 

diagnosed with epilepsy within three months of a shot (but usually within days). We also found that 72.5% of 

dogs that were considered by their owners to be nervous and of a worrying disposition, first exhibited these 

traits within the three-month post-vaccination period. 

I would like to add for the sake of Oliver, my friend who suffered from paralysed rear legs and death shortly 

after a vaccine shot, that "paresis" is listed in Merck's Manual as a symptom of encephalitis. This is defined as 

muscular weakness of a neural (brain) origin which involves partial or incomplete paralysis, resulting from 

lesions at any level of the descending pathway from the brain. Hind limb paralysis is one of the potential 

consequences. Encephalitis, incidentally, is a disease that can manifest across the scale from mild to severe 

and can also cause sudden death. 

Organ failure must also be suspected when it occurs shortly after a vaccine event. Dr Larry Glickman, who 

spearheaded the Purdue research into post-vaccination biochemical changes in dogs, wrote in a letter to 

Cavalier Spaniel breeder Bet Hargreaves: 

"Our ongoing studies of dogs show that following routine vaccination, there is a significant rise in the level of 

antibodies dogs produce against their own tissues. Some of these antibodies have been shown to target the 
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thyroid gland, connective tissue such as that found in the valves of the heart, red blood cells, DNA, etc. I do 

believe that the heart conditions in Cavalier King Charles Spaniels could be the end result of repeated 

immunisations by vaccines containing tissue culture contaminants that cause a progressive immune response 

directed at connective tissue in the heart valves. The clinical manifestations would be more pronounced in 

dogs that have a genetic predisposition [although] the findings should be generally applicable to all dogs 

regardless of their breed." 

I must mention here that Dr Glickman believes that vaccines are a necessary evil, but that safer vaccines need 

to be developed. 

Meanwhile, please join the queue to place your dog, cat, horse and child on the Russian roulette wheel 

because a scientist says you should. 

Vaccines Stimulate an Inflammatory Response 

The word "allergy" is synonymous with "sensitivity" and 

"inflammation". It should, by rights, also be 

synonymous with the word "vaccination". This is what 

vaccines do: they sensitise (render allergic)an individual 

in the process of forcing them to develop antibodies to 

fight a disease threat. In other words, as is 

acknowledged and accepted, as part of the vaccine 

process the body will respond with inflammation. This 

may be apparently temporary or it may be 

longstanding. 

Photo courtesy Julie MacTire 

Holistic doctors and veterinarians have known this for at least 100 years.  They talk about a wide range of 

inflammatory or "-itis" diseases which arise shortly after a vaccine event. Vaccines, in fact, plunge many 

individuals into an allergic state. Again, this is a disorder that ranges from mild all the way through to the 

suddenly fatal. Anaphylactic shock is the culmination: it's where an individual has a massive allergic reaction to 

a vaccine and will die within minutes if adrenaline or its equivalent is not administered. 

There are some individuals who are genetically not well placed to withstand the vaccine challenge. These are 

the people (and animals are "people", too) who have inherited faulty B and T cell function. B and T cells are 

components within the immune system which identify foreign invaders and destroy them, and hold the 

invader in memory so that they cannot cause future harm. However, where inflammatory responses are 

concerned, the immune system overreacts and causes unwanted effects such as allergies and other 

inflammatory conditions. 

Merck warns in its Manual that patients with, or from families with, B and/or T cell immunodeficiencies should 

not receive live-virus vaccines due to the risk of severe or fatal infection. Elsewhere, it lists features of B and T 

cell immunodeficiencies as food allergies, inhalant allergies, eczema, dermatitis, neurological deterioration 

and heart disease. To translate, people with these conditions can die if they receive live-virus vaccines. Their 
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immune systems are simply not competent enough to 

guarantee a healthy reaction to the viral assault from 

modified live-virus vaccines. 

Modified live-virus (MLV) vaccines replicate in the patient 

until an immune response is provoked. If a defence isn't 

stimulated, then the vaccine continues to replicate until it 

gives the patient the very disease it was intending to 

prevent. 

Alternatively, a deranged immune response will lead to 

inflammatory conditions such as arthritis, pancreatitis, 

colitis, encephalitis and any number of autoimmune 

diseases such as cancer and leukaemia, where the body 

attacks its own cells. 

A new theory, stumbled upon by Open University student 

Gary Smith, explains what holistic practitioners have been 

saying for a very long time. Here is what a few of the 

holistic vets have said in relation to their patients: 

Dr Jean Dodds: "Many veterinarians trace the present 

problems with allergic and immunologic diseases to the 

introduction of MLV vaccines..." (9) 

Christina Chambreau, DVM: "Routine vaccinations are 

probably the worst thing that we do for our animals. They 

cause all types of illnesses, but not directly to where we 

would relate them definitely to be caused by the 

vaccine." (10) 

Martin Goldstein, DVM: "I think that vaccines...are 

leading killers of dogs and cats in America today." 

Dr Charles E. Loops, DVM: "Homoeopathic veterinarians 

and other holistic practitioners have maintained for some 

time that vaccinations do more harm than they provide 

benefits." (12) 

Mike Kohn, DVM: "In response to this [vaccine] violation, 

there have been increased autoimmune diseases 

(allergies being one component), epilepsy, neoplasia 

[tumours], as well as behavioural problems in small 

animals." (13) 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

  

 

 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 
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A Theory on Inflammation 

Gary Smith explains what observant healthcare practitioners have been saying for a very long time, but 

perhaps they've not understood why their observations led them to say it. His theory, incidentally, is causing a 

huge stir within the inner scientific sanctum. Some believe that his theory could lead to a cure for many 

diseases including cancer. For me, it explains why the vaccine process is inherently questionable. 

Gary was learning about inflammation as part of his studies when he struck upon a theory so extraordinary 

that it could have implications for the treatment of almost every inflammatory disease -- including 

Alzheimer's, Parkinson's, rheumatoid arthritis and even HIV and AIDS. 

Gary's theory questions the received wisdom that when a person gets ill, the inflammation that occurs around 

the infected area helps it to heal. He claims that, in reality, inflammation prevents the body from recognising a 

foreign substance and therefore serves as a hiding place for invaders. The inflammation occurs when at-risk 

cells produce receptors called All (known as angiotensin II type I receptors). He says that while At1 has a 

balancing receptor, At2, which is supposed to switch off the inflammation, in most diseases this does not 

happen. 

"Cancer has been described as the wound that never heals," he says. "All successful cancers are surrounded by 

inflammation. Commonly this is thought to be the body's reaction to try to fight the cancer, but this is not the 

case. 

"The inflammation is not the body trying to fight the infection. It is actually the virus or bacteria deliberately 

causing inflammation in order to hide from the immune system [author's emphasis]." (14) 

If Gary is right, then the inflammatory process so commonly stimulated by vaccines is not, as hitherto 

assumed, a necessarily acceptable sign. Instead, it could be a sign that the viral or bacterial component, or the 

adjuvant (which, containing foreign protein, is seen as an invader by the immune system), in the vaccine is 

winning by stealth. 

If Gary is correct in believing that the inflammatory response is not protective but a sign that invasion is taking 

place under cover of darkness, vaccines are certainly not the friends we thought they were. They are 

undercover assassins working on behalf of the enemy, and vets and medical doctors are unwittingly acting as 

collaborators. Worse, we animal guardians and parents are actually paying doctors and vets to unwittingly 

betray our loved ones. 

Potentially, vaccines are the stealth bomb of the medical world. They are used to catapult invaders inside the 

castle walls where they can wreak havoc, with none of us any the wiser. So rather than experiencing frank viral 

diseases such as the 'flu, measles, mumps and rubella (and, in the case of dogs, parvovirus and distemper), we 

are allowing the viruses to win anyway - but with cancer, leukaemia and other inflammatory or autoimmune 

(self-attacking) diseases taking their place. 
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The Final Insult 

All 27 veterinary schools in North America have changed their protocols for vaccinating dogs and cats along 

the following lines; (15) however, vets in practice are reluctant to listen to these changed protocols and official 

veterinary bodies in the UK and other countries are ignoring the following facts. 

Dogs' and cats' immune systems mature fully at six months. If modified live-virus vaccine is giver after six 

months of age, it produces immunity, which is good for the life of the pet. If another MLV vaccine is given a 

year later, the antibodies from the first vaccine neutralise the antigens of the second vaccine and there is little 

or no effect. The litre is no "boosted", nor are more memory cells induced. 

Not only are annual boosters unnecessary, but they subject the pet to potential risks such as allergic reactions 

and immune-mediated haemolytic anaemia. 

In plain language, veterinary schools in America, plus the American Veterinary Medical Association, have 

looked at studies to show how long vaccines last and they have concluded and announced that annual 

vaccination is unnecessary.(16-19) 

Further, they have acknowledged that vaccines are not without harm. Dr Ron Schultz, head of pathobiology at 

Wisconsin University and a leading light in this field, has been saying this politely to his veterinary colleagues 

since the 1980s. I've been saying it for the past 12 years. But change is so long in coming and, in the 

meantime, hundreds of thousands of animals are dying every year - unnecessarily. 

The good news is that thousands of animal lovers (but not enough) have heard what we've been saying. 

Canine Health Concern members around the world use real food as Nature's supreme disease preventative, 

eschewing processed pet food, and minimise the vaccine risk. Some of us, myself included, have chosen not to 

vaccinate our pets at all. Our reward is healthy and long-lived dogs. 

It has taken but one paragraph to tell you the good and simple news. The gratitude I feel each day, when I 

embrace my healthy dogs, stretches from the centre of the Earth to the Universe and beyond. 

About the Author: 

Catherine O'Driscoll runs Canine Health Concern which campaigns and also delivers an educational program, 

the Foundation in Canine Healthcare. She is author of Shock to the System (2005; see review this issue), the 

best-selling book What Vets Don't Tell You About Vaccines (1997, 1998), and Who Killed the Darling Buds of 

May? (1997; reviewed in NEXUS 4/04). She lives in Scotland with her partner, Rob Ellis, and three Golden 

Retrievers, named Edward, Daniel and Gwinnie, and she lectures on canine health around the world. 

For more information, contact Catherine O'Driscoll at Canine Health Concern, PO Box 7533, Perth PH2 1AD, 

Scotland, UK, email catherine@carsegray.co.uk , website http://www.canine-health-concern.org.uk. Shock to 

the System is available in the UK from CHC, and worldwide from Dogwise.  
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Your Horoscope For May/June 

Taurus: April 21-May 21 

You will be faced with a bath after rolling in some gloriously 

ǎƳŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǊƛƻƴΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΗ  tǊƻǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ 

ƭƻǳŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊǳōōƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ 

you feel better.  After the bath, make sure that you wait to 

ǎƘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

electronic. 

Gemini: May 22 ς June 21  

Your dual nature expresses itself when you run after a 

thrown ball, only to drop it halfway back.  Sometimes you 

will eat your food like you are starving; other times you will 

refuse to touch it.  Seek out alternatives to the garbage can; 

under the kitchen table will yield rewards. 

Cancer: June 22 ς July 23

You will bury a biscuit in the house somewhere and forget 

about it until a housecleaning unearths it.  You will spend a 

few minutes chewing it before burying it somewhere else in 

thŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎΣ ǘƻƻΦ  If you 

miss it, just start chowing down on the newest pair of shoes 

ƭŜŦǘ ƭȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŎƘŜǿŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊΗ 

Leo: July 24 ς August 23 

Your pride will take a beating when your humans insist on 

clipping your nails - again.  Your screams avail you nothing.  

You will suspect that your humans started eating chicken 

sandwiches immediately thereafter in order to taunt you 

with their power.  Beware the dog at the end of the street. 

Virgo: August 24 ς September 23 

Your attention to detail will lead you to spurn your food for 

48 hours while you decide if the flavour meets your 

standards.  Your humans will become distressed and rush 

you to the vet only to receive a bill for $50 and a verdict that 

ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ άƧǳǎǘ ōƻǊŜŘέΦ  !ǾƻƛŘ corn and by-products, 

ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƎǊŀō ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŜǎŜ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 

ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊΦ  ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ŦŀǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ н ŘŀȅǎΤ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǘΦ  

 

 

5th National Specialty 

Friday, July 30, 2010 

JUDGES: 

Specialty: Mr. James 
Frederickson, Tennessee USA 

Sweepstakes: Mr. Rod Remin, 
Crossfield Alberta 

LOCATION: 

Spruce Meadows  
Calgary, Alberta 

Show Secretary: Al-Sec Show 
Services 

 

For Mor e Information:  

TheDogShow.ca:  

Online Entries 

***  

ShibaInuCanada.com 

***  

Facebook Event Page 

http://www.thedogshow.ca/EventRegistrationEvent.aspx?eventid=4424c724-fbf4-48e9-9941-3399ad5a8718
http://www.thedogshow.ca/EventRegistrationEvent.aspx?eventid=4424c724-fbf4-48e9-9941-3399ad5a8718
http://www.shibainucanada.com/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/event.php?eid=288733120817&ref=ts
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Libra: September 24 ς October 23 

Your off-leash privileges will be revoked after you keep standing and staring at your humans, visibly weighing the merits 

of coming when called and investigating that fascinating tuft of grass at the far end of the yard.  5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΤ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƛǘ 

until ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ 

Scorpio: October 24 ς November 22 

You will seize the chance for freedom when one of your humans drops the leash in a fit of absentmindedness.  

Remember that the length of ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘǊŀƎƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƳƛǎŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƻƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊΦ  ¢Ǌȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ōƭŀŎƪōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǎŜǎΤ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ 

ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

Sagittarius: November 23 ς December 21 

The ball that you rolled into a corner two years ago will see the light of day, albeit covered with dust and mouse 

droppings.  Carry it around the freshly vacuumed living room, dropping it occasionally so you can observe the dark 

smears with interest.  Aim for the crown of the head when you climb onto the back of the couch and drop your ball on 

someone.  The crotch is more fun if you can score a hit, but most humans instinctively protect that region while the top 

of the head lies unprotected. 

Capricorn: December 22 ς January 20 

5ƻƴΩǘ ōǳǘǘ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǘŀōƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ Ƨƻȅǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀŘ 

underneath it.  You will attempt to steal turkey bones from the garbage, but will be foiled when the first crunch brings 

your humans screaming into the kitchen and its forcible removal from your jaws.  Avoid annoying children who run 

shrieking at you while their parent smiles fatuously in the background. 

Aquarius: January 21 ς February 19 

Your happy paddling in a filthy puddle will be rudely interrupted by fluffy, soapy, clean water.  Aim for causing at least 

partial hearing loss in the one bathing you.  Later, you will have the opportunity to run in the yard.  Choose the area 

where the ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΤ ƳŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳΦ  Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛǊǘƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳŘŘƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜȅΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ȅƻǳΚ 

Pisces: February 20 ς March 20 

You will devote hours to digging beneath this one spot in the fence before being discovered and your efforts in that area 

permanently prevented by stakes and buried chain-link fencing.  Good thing you have a back-ǳǇ ƘƻƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

been ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ-by-four leaning against the fence; you could probably make it 

to the top using that. 

Aries: March 21 ς April 20 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘǘŜǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ǘŀōƭŜΣ Řƻ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅour humans are out of the room.  

Remember that dog hairs, while not damning evidence necessarily, make it easier for them to find out who the culprit is. 
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Meet Dianne and Halo 

Dear Newsletter Editor, 
  

My name is Dianne Lee Renko.  I am the very proud owner of my first Shiba, Halo.  Now she is not my first dog, not in a 
long shot.  I've spent the last 20 years raising and training my beloved Akitas.  In those 20 years, I cherished 6 amazing 
dogs.  But Halo is my first Shiba.  I would like to share my experience with you.  If you would like to print any portion of my 
story to share with your readers, you are welcome to print it in the newsletter. 

  

In the Beginning ...  

  

August 8, 1989, I adopted my first Akita from the Regina Humane Society.   he was a very badly neglected adult 

male who had been seized from terrible living conditions and was now in desperate need of a loving home.   I 

couldn't resist.   I called him "Kido" which means "the way of inner strength."   With lots of TLC, Kido ended up 

being an absolutely wonderful loyal companion.   You might say that he's the one that started it all.   Eventually, I 

purchased a registered little female puppy, Kami.   This started the wonderful world of pure -bred dogs.   Then came 

her mate, Riko.   Together they produced my triplet puppies, Kinu, Muki and Kori.   The adventures, the memories 

and the unconditional love from them is something I will always treasure and cherish.   All of my dogs earned 

titles:  either a Championship, Companion Dog  title, a Canine Good Neighbor title or a Canine Good Citizen title.   

Some of them had more than one title.   What I am most proud of is that I had two generations of Akitas, (father 

Riko, and daughter Kinu) who earned Companion Dog obedience titles.   Riko was training in Open at the tim e of his 

passing (tragically lost to bloat).  

  

My Akitas were my life.   I trained and treasured them until their passing.   Sadly, I lost my last Akita, Kinu last 

October.   She was just 1 month shy of her 13th Birthday.   An amazing long life.   And quite hea lthy until the end.   

Which brings me to the Shiba part of my story ...  

  

My First Shiba ...  

  

I had made contact with a breeder who had a particular bloodline that I was looking for in February of 2009.   

Knowing that my last two Akitas were already 12 year s old, I wanted to secure a Shiba puppy for my future.   I was 

in luck.  The female from whom I wanted a puppy was intended to be bred in the summer of 2009.   Eventually, my 

little bundle of joy came to me right before Christmas last year.   I have been over joyed since.   'Halo' is an amazing 

little puppy.    
  

I had read all sorts of information about the breed and learned of their "particular" traits.   Had I not experienced 

this for myself, I would never believe it ... from the day Halo arrived, she has not m ade a mess in my house.  I 

would take her outside, let her "find a spot" and praise her when she was done.   Just like for my Akitas.   But even 

they had an occasional 'accident' in the house.   But not little Halo.   At 9 weeks of age, she practically housetr ained 

herself.   Amazing. 
  

I enrolled her in Puppy Class.   She was 17 weeks old when she graduated from that class.   Halo was able to perform 

all of the basic obedient behaviors. She wasn't thrilled with 'down' at that time.   But 'come' every  time she is 

called.  Loves to play "Hide 'n' Seek" and is a very quick learner.   We are still working on her obedience and will now 

offer every behavior she has learned so that she can get her reward.    
  

At 14 w eeks old, Halo learned to retrie ve t ennis balls.  Yes, I said retrie ve.  She loves tennis balls, and will retrie ve 

the ball, bring it back and drop it at your feet.   Then get her reward and get ready to  do it all over again.   She 

absolutely loves to play 'Tennis'.   She doesn't know I have another game planned in  her future, involving a dumb -

bell! 
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With my Akitas, I always taught a 'get -around' finish.   With larger breeds, it results in a straighter sit when they 

return to heel position.   So, I thought let's just try this with Halo.   So at about 18 weeks old, the re's Halo, doing 

her little "Get - Around".   Unbelievable!  As long as it is a game, she is ready to play.  

  

Halo is now 6 months old and has just started her show career.   She made her Puppy Debut at the Saskatoon dog 

show.  Many firsts for her.   Practi cing at the dog club training ring is really different from the hustle and bustle of 

the big show.   But she presented well.   Didn't score any points, but placed well in her Puppy Sweepstakes class of 

Junior Puppy females.   I think a couple of the most posit ive things that happened, happened outside of the show 

ring.    
  

We want Halo to be comfortable at the shows, so we would walk her around the venue to socialize.   One encounter 

was with a lady in a grooming jacket and Halo was wiggling around and wanting f or this lady to pet her.   So, the lady 

bends down, pets Halo and gets puppy kisses.   She makes the comment that "What a great personality - and she is 

so friendly".   I comment that people sometimes think that Shibas are 'stand -offish' or 'snarky' and that is a poor 

stereotype.   Our conversation continues and I learn that she has Afghans and that she also has people think very 

negative things about her breed too.   She ends the conversation by commenting that Halo is just a lovely little dog.  

  

The second encounter was ring -side with an experienced exhibitor.   She commented to Will (my husband) that Halo 

is the friendliest Shiba that she has ever met!   Wow, that is the best compliment that I could receive!   Yes, my 

little 'angel' is the light of my life, (and of course I see her through very rose colored glasses) but it is very nice 

for complete strangers to compliment her on her temperament and social skills --  made my day! 
  

It is really amazing to watch Halo  experience certain things in life for the first ti me.  I mean, up until now, life has 

been a snowbank full of fun for her.   She doesn't know that we have other seasons too.   Doesn't know that there 

are butterflies, bugs, birds and rabbits in the world.   Everything is very exciting and new for her.   Below is a photo 

of Halo with flowers ... only thing is that she doesn't know that they are silk flowers and they have no fragrance. 

Just can't resist the sniff anyway!  

 

Thank you for reading my story.  I am thoroughly enjoying life with my Shiba! 
  

 Sincerely,  Dianne Lee Renko 
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Club Executive 
 

President, Renee Stcherba 

Vice President, Susan Beattie 

Secretary Treasurer, Tina Gaudet  

Directors: 

BC: Susan Norris-Jones 

Alberta: Linda Appleton 

Ontario: Carol Broadhurst 

Maritimes: Laura Matheson 

Newsletter Editor: 

Julie MacTire 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Siberian:  Can/Am Ch. Trishamar's Ride Captain Ride (Chase) and  

Shiba: Koyote's Dancing With Myself (Billy)  

Photo courtesy Patricia de Geus  

Have you got a Shiba achievement to 

share?  Email your friendly Newsletter 

editor at redshasta@gmail.com  

  

The Shiba Inu Canada Newsletter is affiliated solely with http://www.shibainucanada.com.  

All other websites linked or referred to are not part of Shiba Inu Canada, nor does Shiba Inu 

Canada take responsibility for any material found therein. All material within the Shiba Inu 

Canada Newsletter is the property of Shiba Inu Canada, unless otherwise noted.  

Contributors retain all rights to their contributions, including photos and articles.  


