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Letter from the Editor:  The Whistler sled dog massacres shocked many 

dog lovers the world over.  As lovers and owners of a Spitz-type breed, Shiba 

fanciers can appreciate the challenges of re-homing dogs with high energy, 

high prey drive and with a propensity towards independent thinking.  

However, as many dog rescuers can attest, it can be done.   

I hope that this tragedy will bring about changes in Canadian law that govern 

the treatment of animals involved in profit-making enterprise.   Also, 

perhaps, it will encourage more people to become involved in the 

rehabilitation and re-homing of ΨdifficultΩ dogs.  Northern breeds are known 

for being Ψhard to handleΩ by the casual dog owner.  If more people get 

involved with these breeds and produce more success stories, we may see 

the perception of these ΨdifficultΩ dogs changing. 

On a happier note, the 6th annual Specialty is coming up in May!  ItΩs going 

to be held on Vancouver Island this year; hosted by the Tyee Kennel Club.  As 

a Vancouver Island denizen myself, IΩm looking forward to meeting a lot of 

Shiba people!   
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¢ƘŜ bƻǾƛŎŜΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ /ƻƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ {Ƙƻǿǎ 

By Susan Norris-Jones 

To the newcomer to the world of purebred dogs, it is surely a baffling event, this thing called a dog 

show. And if you have just purchased a puppy in the hopes of obtaining a championship, there are 

Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ōŀǎƛŎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΧ 

Part One ς Show Procedures 

In North America, purebred dogs are divided by breeds into seven groups, with the Shiba Inu being in Group 6, the Non-sporting 

Group.  Breed judging is further divided into several classes, first by gender, then by age (6-9, 9-12, 12-18, Open) and by breeding 

(Bred by Exhibitor, American Bred). All entries in a class are called into the ring together, and the judge proceeds to examine and gait 

each dog individually, and then move the class together around the ring. Placements are then made for First through to Fourth. 

There are placement signs in the ring, accordingly numbered, and the dogs so designated are taken to that number, while the judge 

marks his book, and then hands out the ribbons. 

¢ƘŜ ƳŀƭŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ŦƻǊ ά²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 5ƻƎέΦ ¢Ƙis 

placement is where points towards championship are awarded. The runner-up is awarded άwŜǎŜǊǾŜ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎέΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 5ƻƎ ƛǎ 

found not to be eligible for the points (incorrectly entered, for instance) then the points are awarded to the Reserve Winner.  The 

ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛǘŎƘŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άŎƭŀǎǎ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎέΦ  

bŜȄǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άōǊŜŜŘ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎέΦ ¢ƘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭǎ όŘƻƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇύ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Winners 

5ƻƎ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ .ƛǘŎƘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ 9ŀŎƘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƛǘŜŘΦ ! ά.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ .ǊŜŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ά.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ 

hǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ {ŜȄέ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ όƳŀƭŜ ƻǊ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ Ƴŀȅ ǿƛƴ .Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ .ǊŜŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ .Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ hǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ {ŜȄ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻΣ ȅƻǳ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ of the 

opposite gender). The majority of Best of Breed winners will come out of the Specials entries, but it is not unheard of that the 

²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 5ƻƎ ƻǊ .ƛǘŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ .Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ .ǊŜŜŘΦ ά.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎέ ƛǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 5ƻƎ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ .ƛǘŎƘΦ 

The Best of Breed winner will then go on to compete in the Group. The Non-Sporting Group consists of a wide variety of breeds ς 

from the intensively groomed Poodles, Bichons and Lhasas, to the very different smooth sleek Dalmatians  and the Bulldog breeds. 

Awards of First through to Fourth are awarded in the Group, with the first place winner going on to compete for Best in Show. 

These are only the basics ς there are many other classes, procedures, rules and regulations that you need to become familiar with.  

Part Two ς Is Your Shiba Show Quality? 

In the eyes of the owner, their dog is the best. However, in the eyes of the purebred dog world, there are many degrees of 

άōŜǎǘƴŜǎǎέΦ ¢ƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΣ ŀ ŘƻƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘȅǇŜ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŜŘ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΤ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƘȅǎically 

sound; and to have a confident, outgoing temperament.  

A pet store purchase or a puppy from a casual pet breeding is not going to be champion material, no matter what the person selling 

the puppy may claim. It becomes very expensive and very frustrating trying to make a champion out of a dog that lacks quality. It is 

better for both the owner and the dog when the realization is made the dog should really be spayed/neutered and enjoyed as a 

wonderful companion. 

This article is written in the hopes that you have purchased a puppy from a good breeder, with the clear intention of showing, and 

the willingness to put the effort into a very enjoyable activity. 

Your breeder should be able to help you in assessing and preparing the puppy for show; if you do not have this resource, ask your 

vet for a reference to a local breeder or judge of dogs. It does not have to be a Shiba breeder ς you are looking for a contact that can 

put you in touch with the local conformation scene. Find out when local Matches are held ς these are small shows to help train dogs, 

handlers, and show officials. Go to watŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ŘƻƎΦ aƻǎǘ ŘƻƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ 

touch with people qualified to assess your dog.  



Part Three ς Training Your Shiba for the Ring 
Watching Westminster Dog Show on TV, it seems all the handlers do is hold up the end of the leash and follow the dogs around. 

How hard can that be? 

You will be surprised how hard it can be! Shibas are one of the most natural breeds shown today ς easily groomed, natural athletes, 

alert ς and far more intelligent than us at times! They are also stubborn, prone to temper tantrums, shed in copious amounts, and 

more intelligent than us (did I mention that?). Very few Shibas are natural born showmen ς but with the right kind of training and 

socialization, and a handler who understands them, they can light up a ring.  

Start by teaching your puppy table work. When in the show ring, Shibas are placed on an examination table, so the judge can 

evaluate structure, angles, proportions, muscle tone, and in the case of males, testicles. The dog must be steady and not move while 

this is being done. 

Hopefully your breeder has already gotten your puppy used to being handled ς this is started when puppy is only days old. Being 

cuddled, handling the mouth, rubbing the muzzle gently, covering the eyes briefly, touching and rubbing the entire puppy teaches 

ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƎƛǾŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ǎǘŀǊǘ άǎƘƻǿ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎέ ƻǳǊ ǇǳǇǇƛŜǎ ŀǘ ŦƻǳǊ ǘƻ ŦƛǾŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΦ ¢Ƙis 

consists simply of putting the puppy up on a grooming table and encouraging them to stand with a little goodie.  

By the age of 12 weeks, puppy should be ready for a show collar and leash (these are much finer than the collars and leashes for 

everyday living, and are available at trade booths at the dog shows).  I do not use the chain in slip mode, or will even use a thin 

buckle cat collar.  

When on table, stand puppy up, with his head pointing right. Hook fingers of right hand under collar, which is right up under throat.  

Use left hand to straighten front leg, switch hands to fix right front leg. Right hand again holds collar, left hand places left rear leg, 

then right rear leg, pushes tail up if it has loosened. Tell him to *stay*.  

hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ƛǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ όάǎǘŀŎƪŜŘέύ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΣ Ǌǳƴ ƘŀƴŘǎ Řƻǿƴ ōŀŎƪΣ handle tail, and for males, check for 

testicles.- it is just a quick firm touch, to make sure there are two. Have other people go over him as well. Showing teeth takes 

practice - you have to do it quickly and simply, no wrestling, and keep your head out of the way so the judge can see. Also practice 

lifting the dog on and off the table - nice & smooth. You will also need to teach this same exercise on the ground ς just because the 

puppy does it perfect on the table does not mean he will do it when he has all four feet on solid ground! 

In the show ring, the handler lifts dog off the table after the judge has examined it, and the judge will ask the handler to gait the dog. 

This is often a "down & back" - the dog is moved down the mat to the corner, turns, and comes back towards the judge, stopping 

about 3 feet away. The dog must move with ease at a trot, make a nice smooth turn, and stop in a stack without interference from 

the handler.  

Before you even consider entering a show, teach puppy to walk in a straight line. Practice turning, using treats to encourage him. 

¦ǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƘƛƳ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŘƻƴŜΦ ά{ǘŀƴŘΣ {ǘŀȅΣ [ŜǘΩǎ DƻΣ ¢ǳǊƴΣ 9ŀǎȅΣ /ƻƻƪƛŜέ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿŜ use, 

and seem to be readily learned. 

ά.ŀƛǘƛƴƎέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ Ǉƛƭƻǘƛng your dog into a stack with no hands. I personally think this looks much better than kneeling on the 

ground, fussing with feet and tail. To teach this, hold a treat in front and slightly above (not too high, else he will sit). Standing in 

front of him is easier than standing beside him. Once he is standing - QUICKLY give him a treat. Back up a couple of feet, repeat. If he 

sits, do NOT give him treat. Remember to use a word command each time. 

So now you have your puppy trotting nicely up and down your driveway, and you think you are ready for the real thing. You walk 

into the ring for the first time with Mr. Wonder Puppy, and he turns into a raving lunatic. Why? Because there are other dogs there. 

As well as practicing at home, you need to set up situations where there are dogs in front of, and behind, your puppy. In the ring, the 

judge will have all the dogs entered in the class go around the ring. The dog must not lunge after the other dogs, nor turn and 

interfere with the dog behind.  

  These are just the basics - there is a lot to be learnt by watching how others handle - like holding bait at a certain angle to show off 

curve of neck, or rear angulation. Attitude is important - he must enjoy it, so make sure every ring experience is fun or rewarding. An 

unhappy Shiba in the ring does not win.  

Shibas can be much more independent/stubborn than other breeds, so their training varies according to their degree of 

άǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅέΦ /ƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƻǊ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǊŜǉuired when working with Shibas!  



Saturday, May 14, 2011 

JUDGES: to be confirmed 
Specialty:  

Sweepstakes: 

Kerry Park Arena 
Mill Bay (Vancouver Island), BC 

Held in conjunction with Tyee Kennel Club (3 days of all breed shows)  
May 13 - 15, 2011 

Please join us on beautiful Vancouver Island for our 6th National Specialty. The 

Tyee show is known for its friendly, fun atmosphere, with an indoor venue. This is a 

smaller show that attracts top level competition, but without all the drama! Located 

between Victoria and Duncan, the area offers much to see and do, and we highly 

recommend extending your stay and enjoying Spring on the Island. 

Friday:  Saturday: Sunday: Unofficial Schedule for Shiba Inu will be posted on the 

website: http://www.shibainucanada.com/events.htm 

Banquet 
Details to come!. 

 

Pre-Ordered Catalogues 
There will be a VERY LIMITED number of copies - pre-order for only $10.00 

Auction 
Live? Silent? or both? Details to come, but please start thinking what items you will 

donate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  By Julie MacTire  
 
 

Club Executive 

President, Renee Stcherba 

Vice President, Susan Beattie 

Secretary Treasurer, Tina Gaudet  

Directors: 

BC: Susan Norris-Jones 

Alberta: Linda Appleton 

Ontario: Carol Broadhurst 

Maritimes: Laura Matheson 

 

The Shiba Inu Canada Newsletter is affiliated solely with 

http://www.shibainucanada.com. All other websites 

linked or referred to are not part of Shiba Inu Canada, 

nor does Shiba Inu Canada take responsibility for any 

material found therein. All material within the Shiba Inu 

Canada Newsletter is the property of Shiba Inu Canada, 

unless otherwise noted. Contributors retain all rights to 

their contributions, including photos and articles. 

Shiba Inu Canada wants your contributions!  We would love to show 

off your Shiba pictures, articles, poetry, how-tos and tips!  We also 

showcase Shiba-related advertisements.  For more information or to 

contribute, contact your friendly neighbourhood editor, Julie, at 

redshasta@gmail.com. 


