
 Winter 2011 

Letter from the Editor 

²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ {Ƙƛōŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƎǎ 

and pictures that have been sent in!  I am really happy with the 

turnout this month ς thank you! 

LǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨWetΩ Coast, where snow 

hardly ever falls.  The damp is pervasive, though, getting everywhere 

except in the brochures advertising Vancouver Island to tourist 

companies.  There are compensations, such as relatively mild 

temperatures.  The mud, however, leaves much to be desired. 

I was reading with pleasure the discussion on the Shiba Inu Canada 

Facebook page about establishing a Shiba health database.  I hope that 

this becomes a reality sooner rather than later, as I think the Shiba 

breed will be all the better for it. 

The issue of health in purebred dogs is something that I have been 

dwelling more on of late.  I think that a reckoning is coming for at least 

some purebred dog breeds where breeders are going to have to make 

ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǇǳǊŜΩ ōǊŜŜŘΦ   

It may not come to the Shiba anytime soon, due to the fact that the 

{Ƙƛōŀ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōǊŜŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƭƭΩǎ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŜΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀŎŜƴŎȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƎǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǳǇǇƛŜǎΩ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ όŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƻƎǎ ŀǊŜ 

concerned!) are quite literally in our hands.  Anything we can do to 

ensure their continued health and happiness should be, in my not-so-

humble opinion, encouraged. 

Happy Holidays to all Shibas and their people! 

Julie 
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The Jomon Shiba 

Julie MacTire 

We know that the Shiba Inu is a very old breed of dog and has 

existed in more or less the same form for thousands of years.  

However, there exists a strain of Shiba that is even more 

ά{Ƙƛōŀέ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘΦ  This is scary 

when you think about it after trying to treat a cut paw with the 

Shiba fighting you tooth, nail and vocal cords or coming home 

after an impromptu 3 hour run resulting from a carelessly held 

leash. 

This dog is called the Jomon Shiba.  It is the result of a breeding 

program by members of Shiba Inu Hozonkai (Shibaho.net) in 

Japan.  Shiba Inu Hozonkai translates into "Preservation Society 

for the Shiba Dogέ.  ¢ƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōǊŜŜŘ ŘƻƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ 

as close to ancient Shibas as possible. 

These breeders have a lot of information to base their breeding goals on.  Researchers have excavated a number of 

Jomon dog skeletons and have created reproductions of what this dog looked like.  While the average Jomon dog was 

close to the size and build of our modern-day Shiba, it was bigger, more wolf-like in appearance and probably was even 

more convinced of its natural superiority over every other living, breathing thing on earth.  

This dog was a bird hunter, but also was used to hunt wild boar.  With its rangy build and large teeth, it was probably 

superbly equipped to chase and bring to bay these animals.  Today, most of the boar hunting in Japan is done with the 

Kishu Inu.   

As one can see by referring to the photo below, the efforts of Shiba Inu Hozonkai have resulted in a dog that comes 

extremely close to the appearance of ancient Shibas. 

 

Left: Reconstruction of the ancient Jomon dog.  Right: Reconstruction of the ancient Jomon dog. One of these is deaf to your commands and 
ǿƻƴΩǘ acknowledge your presence with as much as an ear flick.  The other is a statue. Picture courtesy Holger Funk (source) 

¢ƘŜ WƻƳƻƴ {ƘƛōŀΩǎ representation of an earlier form of Shiba extends beyond its physical appearance.  According to 

reportsΣ ǘƘŜ WƻƳƻƴ {Ƙƛōŀ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǿƻƭŦȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎΣ ƭŜǎǎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ όƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜύ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ 

http://www.shibaho.net/
http://www.shiba-dog.de/genese-en.htm


ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊ ΨƳƻŘŜǊƴΩ {ƘƛōŀΦ  This dog is definitely not for the beginner and perhaps not even for the person who is 

used to the garden-variety Shiba brattiness.  

While many people may prefer our modern Shiba look, it is certainly interesting to see living dogs that come as close as 

possible to the companions of the first settlers of Japan. Despite the significant differences between the Jomon Shiba 

and the modern Shiba, they are not recognized as a separate breed. 

Find out more about Jomon Shibas here at Shiba-Dog.de, a fascinating resource for Shiba Inu fanciers. Holger Funk, 

ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ǿŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊΣ ƪƛƴŘƭȅ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΦ 

 

 

Modern Shiba expecting 
acknowledgement of its natural 
superiority over all other living 
things.  This is Copper, the latest member of 

the Humeniuk family, demonstrating mastery of 
the teeter-totter.  Photo Linda Humeniuk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shiba News Bite 
²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŘƻƎ ŘƛŜǎ ŀǘ 

26.  From the photo, it looks likely 

that Pusuke was a Shiba mix.  He 

was born in 1985 and died 

ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ 

December 5, 2011.  

Photo:  ABC News 

 

 

http://www.shiba-dog.de/jomonNE.htm
http://www.shiba-dog.de/


 

 

 

This photo is of Spice ATChC, owned and handled by Linda Humeniuk.  Spice, disregarding all the Shiba lore that says 

that they are not great dogs for working with (instead of against) their owners, is now an Agility Trial Champion of 

Canada and has also received her Bronze Award of Merit!   The Bronze requires four clean runs of all the games as well 

as a Masters Standard title.  

What a great achievement, especially for a Shiba!  Congratulations, Spice and Linda! 

 

 

 

 

 

As of 12 December, 2011, Dogs in Canada has ceased business 

operations, ending a 122 year history as the oldest continually 

published magazine in Canada.  Started in February 1889 as 

ǘƘŜ ΨCanadian Kennel DŀȊŜǘǘŜΩ, the magazine was a source of 

information for all Canadian dog owners, from the serious 

breeders to family dog owners.  Thanks for a great run, DIC. 



Dianne and Halo Triumph over Trials (and Tribulations) 

 

 
 

Very proud moment for Halo ό{ŀǘƛƪŀΩǎ !ƴƎŜƭ ²ƛǘƘ {ŜǊŜƴƛǘȅύ... and some serious bragging rights for the breed of Shiba 
Inu! 
  
Yesterday was Halo's 2nd Birthday.  This weekend was also the Fall Obedience Trials at our Dog Club (Wascana Dog 
Obedience Club).  
  
Unfortunately, Halo has had some challenging issues with her Recall exercise.  Her Heeling, Circle Left & Right, Sit for 
Exam, Sit Stay are all very solid exercises for her.  But the Recall has been a bit of a learning adventure.  She would sit 
and 'wait' and then continue to wait, and wait, and wait, all the while staring right at me as I would call her "Halo, 
Come!".  Eventually, she would be given the second command which would unfortunately lead to a non-qualifying score 
for her Pre-Novice Trial.  I really don't know what her problem was, perhaps she was confusing the Recall exercise with 
the Sit Stay exercise?  Obviously some miscommunication that would need to be worked on to correct the behavior. 
  
So, after letting Halo take a break from training in the summer, I started to work on correcting the problem with her 
recall.  Hmmm... what I thought was a 'problem' may just have been a maturity brain development process??  She 
started to come when called to me on a regular basis.  This was a very good sign.  So I entered her in all 4 trials that were 
hosted by our Club this weekend. 
  
Happy to say that yesterday, on Halo's 2nd Birthday, she qualified twice in the Pre-Novice Class!  Wow, 2 for 2 - excellent 
start for the weekend (different judges for the morning and afternoon trials).  One judge commented, "What a pleasant 


